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Heritage stars
headline conference

International stars on the heritage
preservation front, including Donovan
Sewell, Henry Wong,
, will rake
08 provincial heritage

\ ma, John
Susan Maltby and Carlos Gar:
to the stage at the
conference, set for May 30-June 1 in
Collingwood. Their focus will be heritage
preservation and environmental sustainability,
the theme of the Landmarks nor Landfill
Heritage Conservation Conference, spon-
sored by Community Heritage Ontario,
the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario
and the Canadian Association of Heritage
Professionals.

On the lighter side, award-winning
author and le_\'wright Dan Needles will
present his humorous take on rural hl.‘rit.lgc.

Workshops and presentations will
examine such hot-button topics  as
redevelopment within Heritage Districts,
adaptive re-use of historic buildings, envi-
ronmental effects on' historic structures,
the role of heritage and the environment,
and heritage preservation and sustainable
development.

Keynote speaker Donovan Rypkema,
an ert in the economics of historic
preservation, will address “The Role of
Historic Sustainable
Development” at the Gayety Theatre on

Preservation in

May 30. The following day, author and
former Toronto mayor John Sewell will
present "Strategies to Respect Ontario
Towns.”

Members of the public are welcome to
attend the keynote events, featuring
Rypkema, Sewell and Needles. Tickets
$20 to attend all
three; available at Clerkson's, or at the

are $10 per event, or

Town of ‘.n“ing\\'(ju_md Building Department.

Tornaveen: Queen of our hearts

e talk a lot about the distinct character of the heritage district, but the buildings

located in downtown Collingwood aren't the only ones that have been

recognized for their architectural and historical significance. A total of 22
homes and buildings, located for the most part outside the district, have been designated

under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act.

Among the grand old mansions that have
been singled out for protection under the
provincial legislation is Tornaveen at 200
Oak Street, which many know today as the
National Ski Academy. At the time it was built,
in 1892-93, the colossal, 10,000-square-foot
home was easily the largest and grandest
private residence in town.

Designed by Fred T. Hodgson, the
leading Collingwood architect of the day,
the three-storey, double-brick house boasts
multiple gables, a fanciful turret with conical
roof, four tall ornamental chimneys, an
expansive verandah with brick piers and
turned columns and 80 windows of various
sizes and styles. Inside, the home was lavishly
appointed, with details such as panelled
ceilings, carved mantels, fretwork and finely
turned balusters befitting the stature of its
owner, Frank E. Telfer, a former Collingwood
mayor and prominent merchant.

In 1925, Tornaveen was sold to The
Gowans' Home for Missionaries' Children
and provided a home for the children of
Canadian missionaries posted abroad until the mid-1960s. For the past 21 years, the
14-bedroom house has served as the home of the National Ski Academy, dedicated to
providing academic and elite sport training for serious young alpine athletes.

Administrator Beckie Vogel has worked at the Academy for ten of those years, and has
an intimate knowledge of the house, which her parents, Gerry and Carol Cockerill, owned

Tornaveen, now home of the National Ski Academy,
is one of 22 Collingwood properties that have been
recognized as architecturally and historically
significant under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act.

from 1974-1984. “I remember it as a lot of work,” says Vogel, who lived in the house
for two years when she was a teenager. “My mom and dad poured a lot of man hours into
that house. It had sat empty for a number of years...and had a lot of water damage.”
Vogel now has a greater appreciation of the history and architectural heritage of her
one-time home. “I love history. I would hate to see it fall apart.” Though modifications
have been made to the interior to comply with fire and building codes, the National Ski
Academy has struggled to preserve and restore the exterior. The facility recently received a
heritage grant to assist with repair of the porch entrance. And the Academy has applied for
a Trillium grant to help with the significant cost of restoring the large verandah and a
number of windows, as well as repointing chimneys and other masonry.




